tl)e Red Sbawl

Iy Dedicatioy to Susany B. Aythonys Badpe of Visibility

Volume I Issue 2

October 1976

Rape Crisis Center

by Pam Bluindin Sommerfeld

The waiting is overt
Saginaw's Rape Crisis Center
received approval for funde
ing from the Bast Central
Mich, Planning and Develop-
ment Region's Law Enforcee
aent Council on October 7,
$50,000 was granted to sup-
port the Center for 1 year,.
beginning January 1, 1977.

A concerned group of wo-
men and .nen from Saginaw
led by Diane Craig and Lou-
anne Smith attended the
meeting to show their sup-
port for tue Center.

Things got interesting
when council member, Leo
Cardinal, Chief of Police
in Bay City, moved that the
committee hear all requests
and then "vote when we're
in our own session', The
motion was seconded by Sag-
inaw's Judge Gary McDonald .
The motion to vote in closed
session was interesting ccne
sidering that L.E.A.A. funds
are public and must be voted
sublicly.

The ‘Rape Crisis Center
supporters were prepared to
object to a private vote un-
til Bob Thorne, Regional
Director of the Law Enfurce-
ment Council, pointed out
the legal reyuirement of a
public vote. Thorne's state-
ment angered Cardinal, whe
saild ne had no objection to
voting in public, but that
he didn't like Thorne's in-
terferences The vote was
then taken publicly , and
the request for funding was
usanimously approved.

A question remains as to
how tne Council would have
voted had there nct been an
audience. We'll never know,
but it's worthwhile to note
tnat tine questions asked of
Craig and Smith before tne
vote dealt with matters of
policy and intent clearly
defined within the grant
ap;.lication and that the

grant application had been
in the hands of the Council
for several months. It's
alsc notable that the only
woman at the Council table
was the secretary.

Strong and dedicated wo-
men who worked with deter-
mination and skill, convinced
the federal government, tne
Regional Law knforcement
Council, the county govern-
ment, and the local ccmmunity
that there was a need for a
Rape Crisis Center in Saginaw.
The first battle has been
wone The strugsle continues.

An article concerning
operation and philosophy of
the Rape Crisis Center will
appear in the December issue
of tiie Red Shawl.,

CDBG

Beginning the first week
of November,City of Saginaw's
Department of Community Devel
opment and the Human Flanning
Commission will be holding a
series’ of Public Hearings to
begin the process of compil-
ing information for the third
Community Block Grant appli=-
cation ( CDBG ). The purpose
of the Hearings is to provide
the City with eitizen input
regarding where the money
should or should not be spent,
as is required by the Rules
and Regulations governing the
Grante '

These Hearings have been
poorly attended in the past
and therefore the city has
been working with, perhaps,
not the real needs of the
citizenry made known. It is
imperative that more persons
attend this year in order that
the City have more data to
work witho The dates and pla=
ces are announced in the cale
endar on pge 6. Bring your
ideas and solutions and let
the City know what you thinki

SUNA
- CONGRESS

by Louanne Smith

The third annuzl Congress
of the Saginaw United Neigh~
borhood 4ssociation ( SUNA )
was held Sunday, October 17 at
the Warren Avenue.Presbyterian
Church. Over 200 concerned Sage
inaw citizens attended to voice
thelr concerns and cast their
votes as to the direction SUNA
will take during the next year.

The participants accepted
the ten resclutions on the reg=
ular agenda with few arguments
or amendments. Two spontaneous
resolutions, one concerning poe
lice brutality and another con-
cerning safe transportation of
elementary school children,

*were also adopted.

A Women's Resolution pro-
voked the most controversy of
the entire Congress. Basically,
the resolution called for the
creation of a Saginaw Women's
Center and the formation of a
Task Force to study sexism in
the Saginaw School system. The
controversy focused on the
Women's Center. Opponents of
the resolution voiced their
concerns that such a Center
might offer information and
referrals for abortionse. To
remedy this, they offered an
amendment stating that no ine-
formation concerning abortions
would be given by the Center,

The proponents of the
resolution felt that such a
decision was inappropriate
anc the policies of the Woe
man's Center must be decided
by the Center's Board of Direc=-
tors, as yet to be formed.

Each participant on both
sides of the discussion felt
that their position was based
on morals and therefore argu-
ed their points vehemently.
Hurt, anger and frustrations

( see SUNA pge 5 )‘



Opinion

by Sister lLouise Boyd
( mother of five )

This article is presented in the hopes it won't become
another typical perspective of the Black womant

Since the original birth of the Black woman, her ul=
timate goal has been to birth Black off-spring into Free-
dome Being versatile in an individual society is the
Black women's barrier. Since we as Black women have taken
the steps to gain complete freedom, we have been led to
believe that the Black race was the race chosen to "suffer";
suffer indignities not voiced in various respectable groups.
Yet Black women riled or pushed into life or death cire
cumstances, from Sisters Sojowrner Truth to Barbara Jordan,
continue to strive for that ultimate goal, Freedom! Rew
gardless of what capacities we are wedged into, from do=-
mestic laborers to elite positions of decision-making,
we face worldewide animosities. It is through the Blacke
oriented media only, that Black women reach any recoge

nition of their due worth.

To be born in a cowntry entitling that individual to
equal rights of that country has proven to be a farce in
reference to the Black race. Therefore, Black Sisters
must continue to rear their offe-spring with the intention
of gaining freedom squal to all other races. Accep=
tance of indignity is not the choice of the Black woman.
Once the brainwashing of other races has been reversed
to truth and the reality that all men are human and react
according to the senses nature has provided them with,
Blacks will also'enjoy" what every man is entitled to:

% Freedom't

by Sheila Smith

You've got me flying, I'm flying,
You inspired a sister=songe-

The lyrics of feminist
singer, Holly Near, seem an
appropiate response to the
experience of rereading
Kate Millett's Flying. She
truly inspired a sister-song
of awareness and united act-
ion with her earlier book,
Sexual Politics, a work
which appealed to minds of
thinking women. In Flying
it is the heart that is
touched, the women-memories
that are stirred.

Not necessarily a book
for everyone, Flying seens,
however, to reach into al.
most every kind of woman
experience., It is intensely
personal and passionate, and
has been criticized as such.
It is, after all a brief,
autoblographical éxcerpt.

Flying-tclly Near

For many the significance
of this book, its relation-
ship to their lives, lies
precisely in this intimacye
It all depends upon how
comfortably one can sink
into the mind of this proe
foundly intelligent, deeply
sensitive and painfully
troubled woman. For those
who can, who do, life be-
comes a bit richer.

Kate Milleti's Flying, is
published by Alfred A. Knopf
of New York, 1974, and is
‘546 pages.

A

BUTTONS WOMAN

ON WITHOUT. A MAN

IS LIKE
THE A FISH WITHOUT
STREET

4 BICYCLE

HER-
STORY

by Pat Parthe

Jane Addams, born in 1860,
was the last f elight child-~
ren, loust her mouther when
she was two and was plagued
with poor health from early
childhood. She grew up unre-
markable except for a keen
intelligence and a sensitive
conscience, when she died
in 1934, Jane Addaus was the
most respected American wo-
man of the century and among
her many honors was the
Nobel Prize for Peace. The
path between was not smooth
but it was trod with unwave
ering determination.

After her first view of
urban poverty at tne age of
eight, Jane Addams told her
father: "When I grow up, I'm
going to build myself a
house among the slum child-
ren and let them play in my
yard." Years later, as cne
of the first generation of
American college women,
she was filled with idealism
and moral purpose; but what,
she asked herself, could a
woman do in the "real" world?
After graduation, she resisted
pressures to marry or to be
sucked into the comfortable,
if stultifying, role of a
maiden aunt. During the next
seven years, she experienced
the frustration and depres-
sion of life without purpose.
" When she was 29, and with
the support of her closest
friends, Jane Addams estab-
lished Hull House in the
slums of Chicago, amid seas
of immigrant families whose
misery was overwhelming,

Her central belief was that
"the good we secure for our-
selves is precarious and une
certain until it is secured
for all of us and incorpor=
ated into our common life."

Hull House attracted a
group of educated women also
seeking purpcse in their
lives and their accomplishe
ments literally transformed
the urban social scene of
this nation. Their efforts
resulted in the creation of
child labor.laws, a probation

‘system, juvenile courts, po-
lice matrons, a free state

employment agency, the en-

( con't on PEe 5 )



ISSUES

Politics

by Sister Ardeth Platte

Sexism is any attitude,
action or institutional
structure which subordine
ates a person or group be-
cause of their sex or an
assignment of roles in soce
iety on the basis of their
seX. It can be individual,
cultural, or institution-
al and intentional or un=
intentionale

The effect of sexism is
an 111 society whether that
11l is reflected in the
Church organism or in gov=-
ernments Both females and
males suffsr as oppressed
and oppressor and powers
less and powerfule The imw
balance perpetuates a
breakdown in communication
and responss to the human
needs of all persons in our
society and world.

In an analysis of gov-
errment, we find that there
has never been a woman
president or vice-president.
There is only one woman in
the President's cabinets No
women has ever besen appoine
ted to the U.S. Supreme
Court, There are only 19
women representatives and
no womeh senators. Women
hold roughly 4% to 7% of all
public offices in the U.S.y
yet women constitute 53% of
the voting population. One
women served us as a Stalte'’s
Governor and 3 as Lt. Gov=
ernors,. Un county commise
sions, less than 3% of the
positions are held by women.
Ameong mayors .and council
persons in municipalities
and townships, appruximately
4% are wuwen (about 104
women mayors, mostly in
smaller cities). Our minor-
ity sisters fare much nmore
poorly in all areas of gov-
ernment. Most women are
grouped btogether in low-
paying jobs.

Let's luok at Saginaw,

a city in which women cum-
prise 52% of tne ecity's
population. The membership
selecting the major slate

of candidates for city coun-
cil is the United Saginaw
Citizens which has a none
disclosed membership listing.
How many women comprise this
body of forty? Ky guess is
less than 2%, 1f any. Only
two women have been placed
as candidates for city

ACTIONS

council in the past twenty
years.

The United Saginaw Cit-~
izen group has appointed one
hundred thirty persons to
twenty-one city boards and
commissions~- thirteen of
these are women. Fourteen
boards and commissions have
no women.

In city employment in
1974, one hundred twenty
women were hired of nine
hundred eighty-nine. Fifty
five were relegated to the
lowest pay schedules. In
1976, two years after an
affirmative action plan pro-
jecting goals of 34% women
to be hired, one hundred six-
teen women have been hired of
nine hundred twenty-nine
positions available. Most
departments include.women
in clerical or secretarial
roles and the average of all
women's salaries is far be-
low the average salary of
male ewmployees.,

In summary, in decision-
making, advisory capacities,
and employee roles, women
do not, presently, affect
the determinations of legis-
lation and policy to remove
the inequalities and inef-

( see ISSUES, pge % )

Law

by Barb Klimaszewski

Domestic violence, huse
band-wife assault, battered
women, wife~beating, abuse
of women-- the problem has
many names. We may not know
what to call it, but we
know we have a problem,
Violence against women in
their own homes is the most
prevalent crime in America.

It is a crime for anyone
to assault another person.
Nowhere in modern American
law is there an exception
which allows a husband to
strike his wife, a boyfriend
to beat his girlfriend, or a
pimp to hit a prostitute.
Yet a woman who is a victim
of violence in her home
knows that no law protects
her. i

From infancy, we as women
are raised to be physically
weak, and dependent emotion-
ally and economically. When
these wesknesses trap us in
a home where we are victims
of violence, we ourselves
are blamed for our condition.
We are told by police that
it is a "eivil matter'. We
are ignored by prosecutors,
rejected by social agencies,

-and diagnosed as sick by

psychiatrists.

We .have even victimized
each other by participating
in a conspiracy of silence. .
We have turned up our tele-
vision sets so as not to
hear our neighbors' screams.
We have seen our sisters!
brulses and pretended to
believe their feeble excuses
about running into doors.

We have failed to shelter
our friends who have been
driven from their homes be-
cause our husbands didn't
want us to get involved.

We are just beginning to
recognize that threats of
physical violence affect us
all. When there is no assist-
ance for battered women,
each of us must live with
the threat of physical )
violence,

The legal system is not
working for battered women.
It is time to establish a
system for ourselves. The
first step is providing
shelter for women who have
been driven from their
homes by violence. Victimized
women need shelter, food,

( see ACTIONS, pge & )



Battered Weomen

Why Do The

by Diane M. Craig

Recently the issus of dom=
‘egtic violence has received a
lot of press coverage. From the
local TV stations to the local
newspapsr, the issue has started
the community talldng about
what is believed to be the most
prevalent crime in Americae

The topic was discussed at
the first conference held to
deal specifically with battered
women, October 1,2 and 3 in Mil-
waukess, Wisconsine, This writer
attended as did Ms. Lowiss Boyd
and Ms. Barbara Klimaszewskl and
found the wsekend to be not only
informative but also very fruse
tratinge. The workshops ranged
from listening to battered women
discuss what it was like to be
beaten on a regular basis by the
man they lived with,to hearing
why they stayed and/or left and
went backe The issus is not an
easy one to deal with, for soce
iety has very deep feelings a=~
bout what goes on in a person's
home and the rights of the man
in that home. But what about the
rights of the woman?

The issue was brought to
light even more clearly at a
local Public Hearing in Sage
inaw Octobsr 12th. ( RED SHAWL
.October, 1976 )} where women
testified before a panel as to
the violesnce they had had to
endure, primarily bscause they
felt thet the law did not proe
tect them and in fact sllowed
the man to beat them whenever
he felt like it." It's ridic-
ulous to be beaten", one woman
told the panel,"and yet I felt
as though the law protected my

THE RED SHAWL is published
monthly by the following:
Disne M. Cralg, Pam Blondin’
Sommerfeld, Sheils Smith,
Louanne Smith, Pat Parthe,
Barb Klimaszewski, Linda
Prohaska and Connie Smith

and Ardeth Platte. Expen
ses. are absorbed by the above,
cept when contributions
scome available to defray

he costs of printing and
ailing- .

he purpose of the RED SHAWL
s to provide a forum for

he women in the Saginew
ommunity to deal with the
roblems and their solutions
n the hopes that, together,

e will build s better society.

sent to THE RED SHAWL,
/o Sheila Smith, 5903 Ambas=
ador, Saginaw, MI 48602

children and not me®s Many wo-
men report the crime to the po-
lice, many do not. " I never
called the police, because I
was always afraid that I would
not be believed, that the offi-
cer would take my husband's
side and that I would receive
another beating for calling in
the authorities,"

Why don't they leave? Qne
woman had run seven times in
five years of marraige, but
went back time after time.
Why? " Because I did not know
how to take care of myself.

I went from the home of my
family to my own home, and

did not know how to even keep
a checkbooke It's not as eas=-
¥y as a lot of people would
like to believe. If you have
no where to go, no one to lend
support and no where to place
or take the children, the
choices become very limited.!

An attempt at

y Stay And Take It ?

Cne solution was presen=
ted at a Public Forum rece
ently held at the County
Court House, when Commander
James Bannan of the Dete
roit Police Department dise
cussed the establishment of
"safe houses! where women who
have been beaten can go with
their children, and be shele
tered from any furthur attacks.
"A1so", he said," the presence
of such homes provide the wo=
man with a support group who,
will provide the woman with
care and assistance if she
chooses to prosecuts,."

Saginaw needs a safe house
where battered women can re=
ceive shelter and supporte Ine
terested persons can contact
Barb Klimaszewski at 799-7641-
Battered women need the support
of the women's community in Sag-
inaw, Their needs are real and
our assistance is apparent.

Better Health Care

It has long been an interest of some of the members of

-this staff to provide for the women in this area a comprehen

sive source of information concerning medical care available
in Saginaw County. All of us, at one time or another, have
heard both negative and positive comments about doctors in
and around town and have either found a doctor we felt com=
fortable with or changed doctors if we did note

In an effort to provide a study of the doctors in the Sag-
inaw area, we are asking that you send any questions, experi-
ences ( both positivée and negative ) to the address belows
All information received will be kept confidential as to who

sent it,

however reports on the type of care received from

the doctors will be made available upon request. We expect
the study to take several months. The more information we
receive, the more comprehensive the report will be. Flease
include the doctor®s name and such information as to the
length of time needed to make an appointment, how long of a
walt in the office before being seen and the overall treat-
ment you received from the person.

With all of us working together, we will not only be in
a position to provide as complete a listing as possible, but
will also provide the women of this area a service,

Please mail your comments tos THE RED SHAWL, ¢/o Sheila
Smith, 5903 Ambassador Dre, Saginaw, Michigan 48602.

1SSUES, Politics
( con'te from pge 3 )

fectiveness.

"Even if women gain
equality with men, they
will not be free unless men
ars also free" challenges

.our unity and participation
-in pclitical, economic, edu-~

cational, social, and cult-
ural justice movements to
create the city we desire
to live in.

ACTIONS, Law
( con'te from pge 3 )

medical care, child care
services, financial coune
seling and emotional support.
These must be provided with-
out qualifications, recrime
inations, or judgements. We
need to develop our own
strengths, and become our
own protectors.



dancing in
the valley

by Linda Prohaska

If you appreciate
fluidity of movement either
for yourself or as a spect-
ator, the Saginaw Valley
Dance Council (8SVDC) offers
an opportunity for dance in-
volvement, Organized in 1971
for bringing together per-
sona interested in dance,
SVIC promotes good gquality
dance education through in-
struction, workshops, lect-
ures, and field trips to
performances., The council's
growing membership (130 and
rising) includes dancers,
instructors, students,
musicians, and appreciative
spectators and encompasses
the Saginaw Valley- from Mt.
Pleasant to Flint.

A SVDC membership is in=
expensive, educational, and
of fers meaningful involve-
ment in dance. Each member
also receives an informative
newsletter concerning work-

shops, lectures, performances

and other dance interests.
More information can be ob-
tained by contacting Anne
Winiarski, 7862 Una Drive,
Saginaw, Mich., 48603,

% I am for keeping the thing

HER-STORY
( con't. from pge 2 )

tire field of industrial
medicine, playgrounds,
clinies and settlement
housess A true feminist as
well as a humanist, Jane
Addams believed that women
needed only the opportunity
and the sense of responsie
bility, to emerge as capable
innovators. She argued that
women, the traditional house-
keepers,were eminently
qualified for participation
in civic affairs which in
many instances are merely
housekeeping on a larger
scale. In fact, most of the
departments of a modern
city can be traced to women's
traditional activities,
though, she writes, "it is
true that these activities
which women have always had
are not being carried on
very well by the men in most
of the great American
cities."

Hull House was many
things to many people: to
exploitive employers and
corrupt politicians, it was
a nest of radicals; to the
women who lived and worked
there, it was a chiance to
make life better for otiers
and purposeful for themselves;
and to the immigrant families,
it was a place to discover
each other and tne larger
world, to be treated with
respect and concern and to
find soclace and aid for their
myriad of troubles.

In 1915, at the height

going while things are stirring,of pro-war sentiment here

because, if we wait till it is

still, it will take a great

while to get it going again.®

and abrosd, Jane Addans
headed the Women's Peace
Party whose motto was: The
dictators of the world will

Sojourner Truth -nake you fight but the women

186

of the world will make you
freel She maintained her

pacifism throughout World
Jar I and patriotic Amerw-
icans branded her a traitor,
but in 1931 she became the
second American in history
to receive the Nobel Prize
for Peace.

The motto over the en-
trance to Hull House says,
"day you find hope who ene
ter here." May we who fol-
low Jane Addams find hope
in her daring example and
in her refusal to submit to
any but the claims of her
own neart and mind. We hope
too for a time when all wo-
men can sieze their power
and create new worlds with
it.

SUNA
( con't from pge 1 )

were felt by everyone.

At the conclusion of the
heated discussion the 95 par=
ticlpants remaining in the hall
voted on and accepted the une
amended resolutions.

Anyone interested in the
work of SUNA or wishes infor-
mation on the other resolu-
tions passed at the Congress,
can call SUNA at 753-7719.

Persons interested in
working with the SUNA Wo=
men's Committee can contact
Sheila Smith or Pat Parthe
( Red Shawl staff )e

STONE WALLS DO NOT A
PRISON MAKE,

NOR IRON BARS A JAIL;
BUT TILL THE ERA IS
WON,

WE'RE ONLY OUT ON BAIL.

¥ It is not to be denied that the interests of man and woman in theApresent
undeveloped state of the race, and under existing social arrangements, are

and must be antagonistic,

The nobleman can not make just laws for the pea=

santy the slaveholder for the slave; neither can man make and execute just
laws for woman, because in each case, the one in power fails to apply the
immutable principles of right to any grade but his owno "

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 1§5#

IF YOU ( OR YOUR FRIENDS ) ARE INTERESTED IN RECEIVING THE RED SHAWL MONTHLY,
THROUGH THE MAIL, PLEASE FILL QUT THE INFORMATION BELOW, ENCLOSE $3.00 FOR
& YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION ( 25¢ per copy ) AND RETURN TO: THE RED SHAWL c/o SHEILA
SMITH, 5903 AMBASSADOR DR., SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 48602, THE MONEY WILL BE USED TO
DEFRAY THE COSTS OF PRINTING AND MAILING.
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