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SERVICE BEGINS

RAPE CRISIS CENTER

The Saginaw County Rape Crisis Center begins
full services on January ist at its new location,
1626 No iichigane LeLaAedo { Law Enforcement
Assisbance Administration ) has approved a grant
submitted by the Center and the monies become
avatlable the first of January. The grant allows
salaries for two full time and two half time po-
sitions. Center Coordinator and Head of Counse-

ling have been filled by the Center's Soard of Ad-

visors and applications are being taken for a bl
lingual counselor and secretary/bockkeeper.
The Center.will offer 24 hour counselor/advo=

cate telephone services Outreach workers will also

be available on a wour basis. Rape victims and

persons closely involved with victims are encours:

aged to call the Ceénber's emergency phone line,
«55650 Walk=in hours will be from 9:00 AM to

11:00 P Monday through Friday, and noon to 1:004H

Saturday and Sundaye

Presently a small group of volunteers is stafw

AN ALTERNATIVE

Fayette St. House

- by Barbora Wilsen

National abttention has been focusing on ala
cohclism and the problem drinkere 4ll alcoholics
have certain things in common} however there are
certain groups of alcoholics that have particular
problems,

Cne of these groups is women alcoholicse Une
like their male counterparts, women alcoholics
generally are more secretive about their drink .=
ing, experience more guilt and shame, and suffer
mere from society's contempt,

Men. and even teenage boys, can display pose
itive virtues of masculinity through their
drinking, while society views the woman aleoholie
‘as without virtue.

Cften women admit to sleoholism with more
difficulty than men, and seeking treatment some=
times is not a positive act; it is often a nega=
tive admission. This is part of the reason for
alecoholism treatment facilities having about a
20 per cent female population, even though it is
estimated that women comprise 50 per cent of all
alcoholics.

Concerned women can help the woman alcoholic
to face her problem intelligently and without
fears

EDITORS! NCTE: This is the second in a series
about the Fayette St. House written by Mrs.
Nilscn, who is on staff at the Houseo

fing the Center as counselor/advocatess To main.
tain full services, wmany more vclunteers are
needed. Counselor training is executed by the
Center volunteers and the Head of Counseling.
Anyone interested in receiving training and
becoming a counselor/advocate can call the
Center at 255-6568 and ask for the Head of
Counseling.

The Center also oflers a Rape Awareness Pro=
gram. Groups interested in receiving this pre-
sentation, or individuals interested in train-
ing for the Speakers Bureau are asked to call
the Center at 755-6568 and ask for the Coor=
dinatore

The women Who-have been working for the
past twe and one ha sars creating the Hape
Crisis Center wish hank the individuals ard
organmizations i | monetary andfor mo-
ral support, i make the Center a reaw
"’tyv

wJIT04AS WOTE: In the next issue of the Zed
ozl an article 1All appear detailing the
nerstory of the Saginaw County Rape Crisis
enters

(&3

Womansong 1

Womansong 1I, the second annusl celebration
of women's talents, will be held on February 18,
at 8:00pm at St, John's Episcepal Churche
Womansong is a project sponsored by F.U.S.E.,
with prcceeds to be donated to the Saginaw County
Rape Crisis Center. There is a donation of $1.50
for adults and$}50 for children and ticiets may
be obtained from the Rape Crisis Center, 1626 No
Michigan, from F.U.S.E. members or at the door

- the night of the event,

The evening is dedicated to wany xinds, of
women®s talents such as photography, arn, crafls
and poetry, as well as performing skills dis=
played in the program . This year the hope is
that men,who have supported the program in the
past, will also share their talents for this benw
fite .

Anyone interested in being a part of Woman-
song 11 either by performing or displaying, is
asked to call Diane Rehak ( 754-0748 :) or Maria
Tanner { 799-0314 ) for more informition.



* Deing real. s with awareness,
honesty. with-onege; and get ving needs met;
thus forming .4 sound basis for true communicae
tione By allowing ourselves to be and utilizing
this power, we can be free 10 share, understand,
and relate.to others; realizing,although we have
different realities, another person is someone =
feeling, thinking and deserving of recognition.
In freeing ourselves, we can allow others to be
real and -frees

Ve &

by Linda Hunt

4 funny thing happened to wemen in the
movies in the 70'se- they disappeared from
view., hather than deal with the changing
roles of women, Hollywood chose to strike
back with a vengeance. When women vere present,
thely imdge was representative of that backe
lash.” Supremist MEF. director Sam Peckinpah
teld’ sudiences that women really ask for and dig
. rape’ in: ""Strayw Dogs"e YGodfather" let loosse
with macho revelations that its ook, to beat the
little womane-even if shes: pregnant.

Some positive images did siip through, such
as in "Alice Does!'t Live Here Anymore", But,
current films show Alice to be a fluke. "Marathon
tlan™ ' is an excellent film, but holds with the
idea that-a woman held against her will,while the
"hero" tracks down Nazis, will eventually be
turned on and move in with her abductor, "Net-
work™ is a f£ilm you'll love if you hate TV. And,
while Faye Dunaway's role as a ruthless TV exec
is an‘interesting diversion from most female

SMRY

by Rasuhe Ruegle Troester:

UsSeo mother Jones'
dedicatedto serving
many years Ccrissecros:
workdng for justice and
m1ne-workers % dtuhy

class, mother Jcne
hold fast to thei
courage. Her hume
resulted in stri“

dren, she moved 't
grossed dn the bur
From 1877 Lo 192k
unionize Amemca,

groups to marehing wi
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plaining that mine
nursenaids. Mother
"sleep 4all} day and
stop for anyone," « ays they were
released from jail becauge " -xo one ceuld’
ruzzle those women.! This ons example serves
+o show iiother Jones' use of common sense,
original organizing techni.ues and abiding
idealism as tools in the fight for justice.

king miners.
tence. They
l‘ lnh »hcm, eXe

Her life serves as a model for us as we
continue her fighte

roles this season, she's viot ewactly a vositive
film imaege. B

So, if you're looxing for positive images
this year, you'll have to look abroad. Swedish
film exile, Ingmar Bergman, is al it again une
leashing Iiv Ullmann in “Face To Face". Berge
mann's £films and Ulimann's performances are
musts to see for depth, characterization and
sterectyped female characters, e

Another film not to'be missed is directe
by the only successful wioman director in the
world. lLina Wertmueller's "Seven Beauties® i
a box office smash in the TS.. Her VledeIHt
is decidedly Italian.leftist, not necessari .
ferinist, and her grotesgue characters are used

con’t. pg.4




She has in the first place a devotion to the cause which is absolutely self=
sacrificinge. She has an indomitable will. She recognizes no obstacles. She
has a clear, penetrating, analytic mind which cleaves straight to the heart
of things...Her work has perpetual growth; it never stagnates; it is always

branching oute.

ISSUES

by Sister Ardeth Platte

Power is often regarded in
negative terms, but while open to
abuses, its rightful use is es-
sential for the extension of juse
tice and freedom to all. Power is
manifested through acquiring or re-
retaining some measure of controle

There are various aspects of
power we must be conscious of and
work toward if we are to affect so-
clety, our own immediate environe
ment and directly our own lives.
Scme of the ways are; personal influe
ence, administrative power, leadere /
ship power, technical power, politie
cal power, economic power and cultur-
al realitiess

The most striking abuse of power
and resulting powerlessness is manie
fested in racism and sexisme With this
abuse comes discrimination in employ=-
ment, housing, education and nearly
everywhere else. Whole groups of people
become relegated to or subordinated to
whole groups of others, The form it
takes becomes a system of oppressive for-
ces-cconomic exploitation,political sub-
ordination, cultural rejection, psycho=-
logical violation, sexual degradation,
verbal abusee.

In Saginaw, a nuber of women leaders
have begun their quest for a just society
with the positive use of their power. We
commend them and encourage them. Below
are but a few,

\
?

Mary Shepherd and Maria Tanner, who conscienti=-
cized the publig regarding the ills of redlining
and its effects on neighborhood develomment,
Diane Craig and Louanne Smith who strugzled to
bring a Rape Crisls Center into existence, to
challenge the police and the Courts regarding
their treatment of the victims of rape.

The lLeague of Women Voters, under the leadership
of Milidred Katz, who probe the issues of our day
and shed the light &f truth upon the political
processe

Barbara Klimaszewskl and others for their support
of battered women and their work toward creating
a home for their shelter.

Pam Blondin Sommerfeld who has led the way on the
County Comrrission to build just structures for
health care, drug treatment and many humane serve
icese

Myrtle Roby who continues the unification of wo-
men in Welfare Rignts so thalt mothers may partic-
ipate in their decisions for financial needss
Louise Bovd, involved in Welfare Rights and provi-

j—

ding legal support for women on the State and local

levels,
con’t. pg. 4

Maud Yeounger, writing in 1913 of
Alice Faul, who drafted the first
Equal Rights Amendment in 1923

ACTION

law
by Borb Klimaszewski

The "no-fault! divorce concept is now in
effect in a number of states, and many othees

" are considering ite It has freguently been

hailed as an advance for women which frees
them from unsuccessful or wnwanted marri=-
agese
to~fault" divorce, however, can be, and
often is, a mixed blessing for woren. The
liberalizaticn of divorce laws has been
accompanied by a general relaxation of
attitude about divorce. 4As the number
. of divorced women increases, soclely
has come to incresase its accepltance
of divorced women. Yhen issues of
property division, child support and
alimony are determined by the courts
women are often treated as indepene
“dent, self-sufficient people who are
capable of supporting themselves.
Unfortunately, this ideal has only
been realized in divorce courts. The
economic changes brought about by die
vorce are staggering. A study published
in Redbook earlier this year showed tha
after a divorce, the economic condition
. of men consistently improves, while that
of women, ‘especially women with children,
substantially deteriorates. The most recent
Department of Labor figures show that the
earnings zap belween women and men has increased
substantially over the past 10 years. 1t is the
unusual women who can enter the labor market af-
ter a divorce and support herself the way her
husband had supported her.

The dilemma is whother —o acknovledge the e=
cononic facts and provide for women in divorce
judgements in a way that will reflect the reaw
1lity of her earning capaciiy, or Lo assune o=
ugality of the sexes in the hope that it will
eventually occur. Many people argue that a wo-
man +ho removed herself from the labor market
for 20 years to raise a farily cannot be exe-
pected to re~enter and be self=-supperting. She
suffers from lack of job skills, sex discrine
ination and age discrimination. She needs al-
imony to live on indefinmitely, or at least to
give her a transition peciod in . hich she can
ac ‘uire skills, Fewer people see the injuse
tice of a younger women, married 5 years, who
worked to put her husband through medical or
law school, and then is divorced. Her labor
has guaranteed his high income for the rest of
his lifes In uost cases, she is reduced to a
life on welfare, or an indefinice continuation
of her existence as an underpaid unskilled
laborers

This is the second in a series on the NowFault
divorce law in the State of Michigane

SUPPORT THE ERA












