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COUNCIL NEWS

POWER STRUGGLE

by Barbara Wilson

During the past month City Councll meetings
havey, for the most part, been concerned with
Community Block Grent spending for fiscal
vear 1977-1978,

We-have all read and heard much about cit-
izen apathy-especially when something or some-
ong’ with po! al-power abuses or misuses
this powet tg"

s always the "people's" lack
“Hhstois held responsible~
‘Hallelujeh!l snd Awen! The cit-

used of apathy. The "standing
attendance and sctive participa-

: ; etings has been
‘People from all
clergy, business, women’s

:ﬂcmmunity—lnvolved c1t~
izens . volunbeering not only their ideas and
uggeations concerning the ‘spending of these
monies, bit. setually volunteering their time
and. effort cpuarantes success.. Well, it's
all triue, and it's all wonderful! But- there's
one cateh!l  The Saginew City Councilmen ob-
viousiy are Hot a‘politlcal group encouraging

Flrrt came ﬁheir refusal to explain why
they were not galng,ta fimd the two programs

for women Iy needed in Saginaw.

- Then came , 5 %fo olear the council
chamber becﬁuse applause and scattered
laughterf Whe 5 -d3dn?t have the intended

gppeared’ to calm down and
5.8’ good word~ bhecause at
the final eco ‘gegsion, it was made loud
and ¢lear how couneilmen were really han-
dling eitisen participation. Statements were
made by two. councilmen dmplying that citizens
had been organized and led by councilwoman
Platte to harrass and thresten the council.
One member even used this as his reason for
voting against the Perfect Place and the
Underground Railroad. This turn attack is
pretty scary. It basically says to the com-
munity, "We are the power, We make the deci-
sions, and you, the people, be quiet!”

effect, the couno
listen,. Appeared

BLOCK GRANT &S

by Connie Smith

Onn Febursry 21, the Saginaw city council’
gave the final-approval to the $3:35 million
application of Community Blokk Grant Funds.
The application will now Be reviewed by
county and state agencies before it is
formally given 4o the U.8. Department of
Housing and Urban Development on April 15.
The programs énd their funding &reé as
follows:

Riverfront Development,  $300,000

West Side Business District Btudy, $12,000
Central Business Dis ‘Renewal, $551,227
Rehabilitation Loans and Grents, $300,000
Relocation. {for families; individuals

and businesses) $200, ;

Code Enforcement; $2
Neighborhood Developme
Neighborhood Parks; 3
Neighborhood |
Neighborhood Ho 1
Public Servicesf,'

;30,,0,@9

party contraats with no&proflt
lzations) $758,873
Administration, $hg2 koo -

In the weeks Tollowing thelr: prelim-
inary vote the couwncil hesrd record
numbers of ‘audiences urging funding of
the five human service prbg;ams deleted
from the Human Planning Cammlgsion
recommendations,

Councilwoman Ardet
that the $250,400 needed fr
projects be taken fromithe:
expenditure approved Tor riverfront
development. The-Pive projeécts voted
on seperately were; Perfect Place,
Underground Railroad for battered
women, citizen participstion plan {SUNA),
a center for the central city historie
district and money for rehabilitation
grants in the historie district. The
vote on each project was ldentical
5-2 against, with Sister ardeth and
Pam Leckie casting the affirmative
votes on all five of the human service
programs.


















